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Music at the Church of the Good Shepherd exists 
to glorify God through sacred song, to lead and assist all 
worshipers in attendance, to pray on behalf of those not 
physically present, to provide musical and spiritual 
education to all children and adults of the community, and 
to uphold the traditions and musical wealth of the Anglican 
Communion.   The Church of the Good Shepherd is an 
Affiliate to the Royal School of Church Music, an 
organisation dedicated to the promotion of the highest 
standards in church music. 
 
 

THE CHORISTER’S PRAYER 
 

Bless, O Lord, us thy servants 
who minister in thy temple. 

Grant that what we sing with our lips 
we may believe in our hearts; 

and what we believe in our hearts 
we may show forth in our lives. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

THE MOTTO OF THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF 
CHURCH MUSIC: 

 

PSALLAM SPIRITU ET MENTE 
 

I will sing with the spirit 
and I will sing with the understanding also. 
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CHORISTER TRAINING 
The Church of the Good Shepherd maintains a standard of musical 
excellence using the chorister-training scheme of the Royal School 
of Church Music.  This method of training is similar to the method 
used in most cathedrals and parish churches within our Anglican 
Communion.  Several other Christian denominations also employ 
this method of chorister training, which suggests schemes for 
training children’s as well as adult’s voices.  Traditionally boys and 
girls are rehearsed and sing the services separately, chiefly to 
enhance the distinct and unique qualities between girls’ and boys’ 
voices.  All choirs are combined for particularly festive occasions. 

 

ST NICHOLAS BOYS’ CHOIR 
Admittance for boys is age eight (3rd grade) and no previous 
musical experience is required.  Boys learn the liturgy of the 
Church and develop musical skills using sol-fege as a sight-singing 
technique.  As St Nicholas Boys’ Choir is a treble choir the age limit 
for boys is 16 or voice change, whichever comes first.  After voice 
change, boys graduate to the lower parts, depending upon their 
settling ranges.  Rehearsals are each Thursday from 5:30-7pm.  The 
boys are scheduled to sing the 1st 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month 
at the 11:15 service with the Parish Choir, and at other designated 
times.  Periodically the boys will be assigned to sing the 9:00am 
service during the 2007-08 year. 

 

ST CECILIA GIRLS’ CHOIR 
Admittance for girls is age eight (3rd grade) and no previous 
musical experience is required.  Girls learn the liturgy of the 
Church and develop musical skills using sol-fege as a sight-singing 
technique.  The median age for girls’ choirs tends to be higher than 
boys as their voice changes are not as significant as boys.  Girls may 
remain in St Cecilia Girls’ Choir until their high school graduation, 
after which time they may graduate to the Canterbury or Parish 
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Choirs.  Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5:30-7pm.  The girls are 
scheduled to sing the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month at the 
11:15 service with the Parish Choir (and 5th Sunday with St 
Nicholas Boys’ Choir), and at other designated times. Periodically 
the girls will be assigned to sing the 9:00am service during the 
2007-08 year. 
 

YOUNG CHILDREN’S  
MUSIC MINISTRY 

The Young Children’s Music Ministry (YCMM) program is a 
combination music education and Christian education program.  
Young children are exposed to basic elements of music as set forth 
by historic music educators Zoltan Kodaly, Carl Orff, and the 
Kindermusik school of music training.  Through the use of songs 
and song-games children develop a sense of steady rhythm, 
matching pitch, and movement.  Children learn songs that teach 
them of beauty, the church, and Christian life.  Ages of eligibility 
are 5-7. 
 
 

CANTERBURY CHOIR 
This SATB choir of adults sings the 9:00 service each Sunday and 
other services designated throughout the year.  The choir is 
committed to rehearsing and executing to the highest standard the 
simpler works of the English choral tradition as well as 
contemporary works of significant worth.  There is no audition 
required for admittance, apart from voice placement.  The 
Canterbury Choir rehearses each Thursday evening from 7:15-
8:30pm and meeting time on Sunday is 8:15am. 
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PARISH CHOIR 
An auditioned choir of mixed voices, the Parish Choir is committed 
to rehearsing and executing a wide range of the finest works in the 
English choral tradition.  Along with singing the 11:15 service each 
Sunday (singing alternately with St Nicholas/St Cecilia Choirs) the 
Parish Choir sings Evensong monthly forms the core of our touring 
choir.  The Parish Choir rehearses each Wednesday evening from 7-
9pm and meeting time on Sunday is 10:15am. 

 

WHITECHAPEL ENGLISH 
HANDBELLS 

Good Shepherd possesses a three-octave set of very fine 
Whitechapel English handbells, though there is at present no 
official team of ringers.  If you are interested in helping to organise 
a team of ringers for the 2007-08 year, please contact the 
choirmaster.  Our handbells are heard at liturgies regularly during 
the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent. 
 
 

CHOIR GUILD 
The Choir Guild is an organization of persons dedicated to the 
efficiency and hospitality of the choir program.  Duties of the Guild 
include organizing overseeing receptions following festal services 
and concerts; care, maintenance, and fitting of choir vestments; 
serve as administrative support on choir tours; and other assigned 
tasks.  Participation in the Choir Guild often consists of (but is not 
limited to) chorister parents, former chorister parents, and adult 
singers.  Please contact the choirmaster if you are interested in 
serving in this capacity. 
 



CHOIR TOURS 
Since 2001 the Choirs have made significant tours at home and 
abroad.  As an important outreach ministry of Good Shepherd, 
choir tours serve this parish in an ambassadorial role, as an envoy 
for the Diocese of Lexington, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and 
in the case of international tours, the United States of America.  In 
addition, tours allow bonds to strengthen within the choir, and 
invariably the Choir is stronger musically and spiritual upon our 
return home to Good Shepherd. 
 

Past stateside tours have included such venues as Washington 
National Cathedral, Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago, St 
Luke’s Church in Evanston, and St Philip’s Cathedral in Atlanta.  
  

The Choir has made two tours to England, including a weeklong 
residency in Gloucester Cathedral in 2003 and two weeks in 
Lichfield Cathedral and Durham Cathedral in 2006.   
 

 

 
 

The Choir in Lichfield Cathedral (England), August 2006
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2008-09 CHOIR TOURS 
 

Upcoming tours include a July 2008 visit to New York to sing 
services in St Thomas Fifth Avenue and the Cathedral of St John the 
Divine.  The Choir has been invited to sing a weeklong residency in 

Ely Cathedral (England) in 2009. 
 
 

 
 

The Choir will sing morning Eucharist in St Thomas Church, 
Fifth Avenue, New York, on 6 July 2008. 
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The Choir will sing Evensong in the Cathedral of St John the 
Divine, New York, on 6 July 2008 
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The Choir will sing a residency in  
Ely Cathedral (England) in July 2009. 
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ORGAN PROJECT 
 

Our present organ (Holloway, 1970) is over 35 years old and is 
requiring more service calls due to increasing age-related problems.  
For instance the console (where the organist plays) is outdated and 
noisy and has proven over the years to be unreliable.  The existing 
pipework was voiced during a time when high-pitched and loud 
was fashionable.  The present instrument was designed to play 
primarily Baroque music with little flexibility in performing organ 
music of other periods.  Much of the music heard and sung in Good 
Shepherd today is selected with the limited capabilities of our 
organ in mind.  Though this instrument has provided good service 
for the parish over the past generation, the choir program now 
requires an instrument of greater versatility and reliability. 
 
All mechanical problems will be solved with 21st century 

technology, and additional pipework as well as revoicing existing 
pipework will greatly enhance the flexibility of our instrument in 
performing organ music and choir accompaniments of all periods.  
The rebuilt instrument will not only be a visual work of art 
complementing the Gothic architecture of Good Shepherd, but will 
be a tonal masterpiece creatively complementing other instruments 
in the Lexington area.  A rebuilt and improved instrument will 
further enhance our role in the greater artistic community. 
 
The organ will be bigger, yet uniquely planned for our church so 

that the sound is not overwhelming.  There will be a greatly 
enhanced quality and diversity of sound, particularly in soft, 
delicate passages as well as the robust full organ sound.  The new 
console will be movable, so that all can see it played when there are 
guest performers.  Minor changes in the Quire area will allow for 
movement of the console. 
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 An Antiphonal division of the organ will be located in the back 
of the church on the west wall.  This new division of pipes will 
provide subtle support for congregational singing from the back of 
the church, and will also contain both soft and brilliant stops.  
 

Ornamenting the case will be a horizontal festival trumpet, 
particularly appropriate for festive occasions and wedding 
processions. 
 
 The console will have record and playback capability, as well 
as multi-levels of memory for an infinite number of registrations 
for multiple organists.  Further, the rebuilt organ will attract quality 
musicians, thus securing the music program at Good Shepherd for 
generations to come. 
 
 This will be a very costly project, and cannot move forward 
until financial resources are secured.  Donations may be made as 
memorials to loved ones, such as individual ranks, the console, or a 
division of pipes.  Please contact the choirmaster if you are 
interested in helping to underwrite this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

A proposed design of the new organ case. 
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Side view of a proposed Antiphonal 
 organ at the west end of the Nave. 
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Front view of a proposed Antiphonal  
organ at the west end of the Nave. 

Note the elegant woodcarvings in the casework  
complementing the rood screen (see back cover). 
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WEEKLY CHOIR SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
5:30-7pm St Cecilia Girls’ Choir 
7-9:00pm Parish Choir 
 
Thursday 
5:30-7pm St Nicholas Boys’ Choir 
6:00-6:45pm Young Children’s Music Ministry 
7:15-8:30pm Canterbury Choir 
 
Saturday 
10:00am—Noon  Evensong or Concert rehearsals 
 
Sunday 
8:15am Rehearsal  
9:00am Eucharist, II 
10:15am Rehearsal 
11:15am Eucharist, I or II 



Music List Web Link 
 
 
 

Monthly music repertoire schemes may  
be obtained at the west end of the Nave,  

and seen on our web site following this link: 
 

 
www.johnlinker.com/goodshepherdchoirs/musiclist.html  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Choir after Lessons & Carols, December 2007
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MUSIC STAFF 
 
 
 

   John Kevin Linker, Organist/Choirmaster, has been on 
staff at Good Shepherd since 2001.  Prior to this appointment, Mr. 
Linker served several parishes in the Chicago area.  He is a 1997 
graduate of Northern Illinois University where he was an organ 
student of Robert Reeves and Richard Hoskins, and a conducting 
student of Sandra Snow Murphy.  In 2003 he was awarded the 
Master of Music degree from Roosevelt University (Chicago 
Musical College), an organ and harpsichord student of David 
Schrader.  Currently he is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
at the College-Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati, 
where he studies organ with Roberta Gary, harpsichord with 
Vivian Montgomery, and conducting with Stephen Coker and Earl 
Rivers.  He was first place winner in the 2004 Strader Organ 
Competition at CCM. 
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 Zachary Ullery, Assistant Organist, has also been on 
staff at Good Shepherd since 2001, first appointed as Organ Scholar 
while he was an undergraduate organ student of Schuyler 
Robinson at the University of Kentucky, and later promoted to 
Assistant Organist.  Prior to this appointment he was organist for 
Carlisle Presbyterian Church in Carlisle, Kentucky.  From 2004-
2007 he was Director of Choral Activities at George Rogers Clark 
High School in Winchester, Kentucky.  He is currently pursuing a 
Master of Music degree at University of Kentucky. 
 
 
 
 
Jared Duncan, Staff Singer 
Reginald Smith, JR, Staff Singer 
Whit Whitaker, Staff Singer 
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Church of the Good Shepherd 
Lexington, Kentucky 

 
The Rev’d Robert L. Sessum, Rector 

John Kevin Linker, Organist/Choirmaster 
Zachary Ullery, Assistant Organist 

 

 20


	MUSIC
	The Choirs
	Choir Guild
	
	
	
	
	Organ Project


	533 E Main St (at Bell Court)


	Lexington, KY  40508-2341


	Tel: 859 252 1744
	
	
	
	
	
	
	E-mail:  choirmaster@goodshepherdlex.org


	Chorister’s PrayerPage 3


	THE CHORISTER’S PRAYER
	Bless, O Lord, us thy servants

	THE MOTTO OF THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC:
	I will sing with the spirit

	YOUNG CHILDREN’S
	MUSIC MINISTRY
	CANTERBURY CHOIR
	PARISH CHOIR
	WHITECHAPEL ENGLISH HANDBELLS




